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In the waning days of summer, 2005, a storm with greater impact than the bomb that struck

Hiroshima peels the face off southern Louisiana.   This is the gruesome reality Iberia Parish Sheriff's

Detective Dave Robicheaux discovers as he is deployed to New Orleans. As James Lee Burke's

new novel, The Tin Roof Blowdown, begins, Hurricane Katrina has left the commercial district and

residential neighborhoods awash with looters and predators of every stripe. The power grid of the

city has been destroyed, New Orleans reduced to the level of a medieval society. There is no law,

no order, no sanctuary for the infirm, the helpless, and the innocent. Bodies float in the streets and

lie impaled on the branches of flooded trees. In the midst of an apocalyptical nightmare, Robicheaux

must find two serial rapists, a morphine-addicted priest, and a vigilante who may be more

dangerous than the criminals looting the city.   In a singular style that defies genre, James Lee

Burke has created a hauntingly bleak picture of life in New Orleans after Katrina. Filled with complex

characters and depictions of people at both their best and worst, The Tin Roof Blowdown is not only

an action-packed crime thriller, but a poignant story of courage and sacrifice that critics are already

calling Burke's best work. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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I think that James Lee Burke outdid himself with his latest Dave Robicheaux mystery, The Tin Roof

Blowdown. Burke has often used the backdrop of New Orleans for his often dark and tortured

books. But no fictional event could have provided as much material as Hurricane Katrina did in

2005.Dave Robicheaux is a detective with the New Iberia Sheriff's Department, outside of New



Orleans. When Katrina hits the Crescent City, all outside law enforcement agencies sent available

officers to aid with the chaos that resulted. Robicheaux spent time in Viet Nam, but nothing he saw

in war could have prepared him for what he witnessed in New Orleans. When he left Nam, he

thought he would "never again have to witness the wide-scale suffering of innocent civilians, nor the

betrayal and abandonment of our countrymen when they need us the most. But that was before

Katrina. That was before a storm with greater impact than the bomb blast that struck Hiroshima

peeled the face off southern Louisiana."In The Tin Roof Blowdown, bounty hunter and Robicheaux

friend, Cletus Purcel, is trying to pick up some bail skips right before Katrina hits. But the same men

that Purcel is after end up being wanted for a host of other crimes as well. Not only that, but they've

stolen a fortune from the top Mafioso in New Orleans. So not only are the cops looking for them, but

some unsavory characters are as well. How these characters all converge is vintage Burke.One of

the things I like best about Burke's books is that he makes the locale a major player in his stories.

He has a love/hate relationship with New Orleans and calls her the Whore of Babylon. When driving

through the ruined streets, he muses "New Orleans had been a song, not a city.
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